CHAPTER X
NOBEL AND THE PEACE MOVEMENT

TIT) ERTHA VON SUTTNER'S Memoirs convey the impression
^^ that it was she principally who had aroused Nobel's interest
in peace movements. This must certainly be a great exaggeration.
Nobel's enthusiasm for an everlasting peace between the peoples
was a feature of his earliest youth. After all Shelley was the
writer who made the deepest impression upon him, and it would
be difficult to find a more uncompromising pacifist than the author
of " The Revolt of Islam." Shelley's pacifism furnished the
basis of Nobel's interest in peace, although in the case of the
man of science this pacifism lost the fantastically Utopian element
characteristic of Shelley, and was concentrated rather upon aims
that were practically realisable. It undoubtedly seems inconsistent
that a man who devoted so much energy to war-like inventions
should at the same time have been a pronounced pacifist. Yet this
inconsistency is capable of explanation. First we must remember
that Nobel's first great invention, dynamite, was not intended
for military purposes, but was essentially meant to be a scientific
aid in industrial undertakings such as quarries, etc. It was not
until the middle'eighties that Nobel directed his inventive activities
to military problems such as smokeless powder, etc. What attracted
him was undoubtedly the problem itself which had a great attraction
for him as an inventor from the purely scientific point of view,
quite apart from its practical application and its commercial
value. When as in the case of ballistite he achieved successes which
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